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Secretary Says 'Effective' 
Steps Are Taken to Curb 
Red Threat to Americas 


SENATOR IN NEW AHACK 


He Disputes Administration 
on Withdrawal of Russians 
—Says 17,000 Remain 

By HBDUCK 8.MIXH 

•pedal t« TlH Nbw Yerk Tiacs 

WASHINGTON. AprU 18 — 
SeereUry of State Dean Rusk 
firmly defended the Administra- 
tion's policy on Cuba today 
against renewed criticism by 
Senator Kenneth B. Keating of 
New York. 

The Secretary said the Ad- 
ministration was pursuing a 
"serious, sustained and effec- 
Uve“ p^icy to curb what he ' 
termed the threat of Marxism- 
Leninism in Cuba. 

In a speech at the annual 
convehtlon of the American So- 
ciety of Newspaper Sdltors, Mr. 
Rusk said this country had 
made clear to the Soviet Union 
that it considered the presence 
of RuMlan llroops in Cuba un-j 
acceptable. 

•*We have been, since October, 
doing wbat we can to keep the] 
out-trafflc of Soviet forces mov- 
ing.” he said. | 
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foot, Mr. Koatbir wu cl 
Migiiig President Kennedy's 
Iport at a news confereni 
Apili 3, In . which Mr. Ki 
Mdy dt^osed Uw iMpartiire df 
about 4,000 Soviet troops 
Cuba. The President left 
iuprtssian that roughly 13,000 
remained. 

Beeretary Rusk did not repl^ 
tUnetly to Senator Keatingfs 
churges on the number of Soviet 
troops in Cuba. "It is not mjy 
rpose today to nake news 
It to make senee," he told the 
tors. . 

A high Administration source 
jaaid latar, however, that the 
beet official cstimatae conflicted 
with Senator Keating’s figures 

The evidence, this official 
said, is that at least 4,600 So- 
viet personnel have been with- 
drawn in the last two months.! 
On the other hand, he continued.) 
there Is "firm evidence” of the; 
arrival of only about IRO Soviet 
mtUtary personnel during that 
period, leaving a "net outflow 
of roughly 4,000" since mid- 
February. 

> The official declined to put 
a firm figure on the number of 
Sdvtet troops believed to be in 
Cuba at present. He said there 
had been a number of rumors 
recently that several thousand 
Soviet troops had arrived in 
Cuba, but declared that the Ad. 
ministration's evidence showed 
these to he "demonstrably 
false” reports. 

In this discussion of United 
States policy on Cuba, Mr. Rusk 
disclosed new concern In the Ad- 
ministration over recent in- 
creases in the flow of non- 
Communist shipping to Cuba, 
apparently In connection with 
the sugar harvest there. 

Without discussing partic- 
ulars, Mr. Rusk said this coun- 


Secretary Rusk sgsin gave a- ■ 
suranesa that the United Slaic- 
was prepared to Insure lhst‘ 
there would be "no. Hungarian- 
type episode in this heml^here." 
This wss interpreted as mean- 
Uig that the United SUtes would 
not stand Idly by If Soviet 
troops attempUM to quail an In- 
temat Cuban uprising-' 

Xarllsr, Sanntor Keating de- 
claieA thnt despite Admlnlstm- 
Uon repotta to the contrary, the 
number of Soviet troops in Cubs 
wss the same as it had been In 
mid-November otter the crisis 
over Soviet missUes on the Island. 

"There were and are now In 
the nslghliorhood of 17,000 men 
there," the Senator asserted. 
"No functional units have with- 
drawn." 

In n luncheon address to the 
editors, the .New York Repub- 
lican said that recent widely 
publicised departures o* several 
thousand tzoopa from Cuba had . 
been matched by the unpubll- 
clied arrival of "a compafable,; 
number of new troops." In ef-,* 
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